
Trailer Sailing - Seafair Haven 2022
Hopefully you have seen us at some time at HCC but just in case: We are Bob & Kim and we sail
“Escape” a 20’ BayRaider Expedition made by Swallow Yachts. She is a trailer sailer and her, almost,
unique feature is that she can take on 300Kg of water ballast. You don’t have to put the water ballast
in if the winds are light or you want a dinghy like sailing experience but it does mean you don’t trail
with 300kg of ballast. Locally we launch at Herne Bay but over the 5 years we have had Escape we
have been to Mylor, Chichester, Blakeney, Caledonia Canal, Ullswater to name a few. Our latest
adventure was to Pembroke Dock, for the Seafair Haven Event. It was a little scaled down on
previous ones we had been to with only some 14 boats taking part.

We set off fromWhitstable on
Saturday morning and arrived
Pembroke Dock mid-afternoon. We
dropped the boat off at Llanion Cove
that would be our launch point for
the week. Whilst at an event like
this one we often moor on a
pontoon on this occasion we were
launching daily. We decided this was
less hassle than having a mooring
and taking a trot boat.

Sunday was a little blustery to say
the least so we explored the local
area by car and met up with friends.

Monday the boat was in the water by 8.30 am!We joined the rest of the fleet for gentle sail and
some motor up to Crow Pool. Here we met our guide boat as we creek crawled under motor or oar,
on the rising tide, past 20 odd marker buoys (including 1 missing one), up the Pembroke River and
into Pembroke Mill Pond where we moor up against the side of Pembroke Castle. It was now near
high tide and we only
had time for an ice
cream before we set
off back down the river.
With the wind behind
and plenty of water we
ignore the winding
marker buoys and head
back out to the main
waters of Milford
Haven. We sail back to
just under the Cleddau
Bridge where we
moored to the Jolly
Sailor’s pontoon for a
late lunch in the pub.

The Fleet beneath Pembroke Castle

Some of the fleet at the Jolly Sailor jetty. Cleddau bridge behind.



Tueday was a free sail
so a group of us set off
in light winds to follow
the tide up the Cleddau.
We pushed up as far as
Landshipping where we
came ashore for a picnic
lunch before heading
back the way we had
come with increasing
winds to speed us on
our way.

Wednesday saw us
again setting off in light
winds to follow the tide
upstream but this time

we hung a couple of rights off the main estuary into the Carew River. The favourable, if light, winds
meant we sailed all the way up to CarewMill where we came ashore for, yes you guessed it, an ice
cream! Fortunately we were able to sail out again, back down the Carew River to stop at the
Lawrenny Arms’s pontoon for lunch and a catch with the rest of the group.

Thursday in light winds again we set off against the tide Westward. The wind picked up so we sailed
as far as Stackrock, having stopped
at a pontoon for … yes, an ice
cream! We had lunch on board
whilst sailing.

Sadly the weather was not looking
good for Friday so we decided to
prepare the boat to trail home and
then went for a walk round
Bosherton Lily Ponds, highly
recommended if you can time it to
the lilies being out.

Saturday saw us take an early start
for home with us back to Kent and
unpacked, clothes in the washing
machine, engine rinsed etc by 5pm.

Lunch stop up river near Landshipping

Escape and teammake it to Carew Mill – Ice creams all round


